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Marisa Arna of the Arna
Farringtoen Gallery and studio
in Thorpe-le-Soken is already
well known for her ceramic
pieces, and last year set up a
jewellery studio. She tells us
about her work...

| set up the ceramic studio and shop
with my hushand, selling my work,
ten years ago. In 2004 we started
shawing wark by other ardsts and
crafspeople, mixing local talent with
that from other British regions.

Since | was a teenager I've always
had 2 yen to make precious metal
jewellery, | ended up working with

ceramics, thaugh, which | very much
enjoyed. A couple of years ago |
went on a short course of LEA
evening classes raught by local
silversmith and jeweller, Richard
Whitehouse, but | was still very busy
working with porcelain and running
the gallery. The oppartumity came
when | had to slow down with my
ceramics because of recurring back
problems as a result of years of
throwing pots.

| started making silver jewellery, and
enjoyed it so much | set up a studio
in no time. | am largely salf-aught in
ceramics, 5o it didn’t foel add for me
ta go through the same process in
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another discipline. | was offered a
seand at Bridsh Craft Trade Fair in
Harragate i April ta show my
jewellery, Then a solo exhibition by
firsisite (@ the Minories followed; |
was “Maker of the Month" in June.
I've just come back from a short
course in Ant-clastic Raising in
Lendon. Both in my percelain
ceramics and my  jewellery |
concentrate a lot on shapes and on
various Textures., Their
cambinations can create a subde
yut stylish effece.

| waork with sterling silver, some af it
with 1Bct gold details. My work
ranges from neckpieces, bangles,
carrings, ta cufflinks and ather
men's jewellery, Most of the sibver
jewellery has a characteristic
pearlescent, white “fine silver” look
with polished edges and details.
Quite a lor of my work is
commissions. Just as with my
porcelain, with my jewellery | aspire
to a high standard of wark. | make
each piece of jewellery to be worn
=0, unless it Is an exhibition piece,
this & a wery important
consideration when designing ic.

After having waorked for years with
something as pliable 3z clxy, though
temperamental and unpredictable
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e I-ike the "ir-'s-"lr-r.l.eaiacy of

when i comes to parcelain, it certainky foals
diffarent working wich mecal. The working process
needn't extend over a lang period of time.You can
see the resules while you are warking an 2 plece
rather than having a few worrying days waiting to
see what comes out of the kiln! | like the
immediacy of metal; it has opened new herizans
for me. | enjoy seeing prople’s reaction whan they
oy on the jewellery; it is a much more perscnal
experience,

| use combinations of geometrical pateerns for
some of my designs. | have always lived near a
coast; we also love having lots of plants in our

Mariza Arna's work can also be seen at:
In Essex, firstsite @ The Mineries,
Calchester, and Felsted Studio, Felsted.
Bonner's, Stow-on—the-Weld., FGZ,
Quaorn, Leicestorshire, Aberdeen Art
Gallery shop. Hearer to Christmas up-
te-date information website.

Arna Farrington Gallery and Jewellery
Studio, High Street, Tharpe-le-Solen
(01155 B62355)

WL marisaarna.co.ul
www.arnandfarringtan.co.uk

metal; it has
opened new horizons for me **

living and working spaces, so some of the shapes
and texcures asscciated with the natural world
seem to have surfaced in my waork.

The thres pieces | am most prowd of were quice
challenging ta stare with. The first one is an
elaborate necklice. | had the |dea for the whale
piece in my mind, but making it praved to be quite
difficult and expensive because of the amount of
sibver involved. The second one is a pendant. The
design had to be changed saveral cimes until |
finally eame to a design that was appealing 1o me
and feasible to produce, When | made ic and
loaked at it | knew straightaveay it was going to be
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the final version. The third ane, a bangle | m
withour even first putzing a design on paper, t
days befora the trade show in Harrogate.All th
are amongst the best-sellers {picturad below).

Ar the mement I'm warking on a commission
a large ane-off ring In the shape of a flower, an
set of jewellery far a bride, both quice demand
in different ways. Mew work to add to
collection for a trade show in Surrey
Seprember, other commissions. And, of cour
work to be sald at cur gallery and ocher oucl:
With auturmn caming and Chriscmas the busl
time | hape | will be busy in the studio,



